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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Oeography Division, ORR

- Project Initiation Memorandum
To: Chief, Geographic Research , Project No.: 64,1430
From: Ohief, Geography Division ‘ Date: 1L May 1956

1. Subject of Proposed Project: Magadanskaya Oblast® -~ 4 Geographic Survey

2. Statement of Problem: To survey the economic and physical geography
of this econcmically and strategically significant region,

-Copy of outline attached.
\ 3. Requester: Self-initiated
25X1A%9a L. Responsivles Analyst: || vss: 2rarch
| 5. Kind and Extent of Cooperation Desireds None. Map already exists
6. Estimited Man Hours: 75 by amalyst
7« Probable Completion Dates Indefimite
Probable Form of Final Publieations CIA/RR<G
9. Commentss A substantial amoﬁnt of the research has already been com=~

pleted -~ see G/I~182 attached =~ and only & smallamount of additional
work is required for publicstion a8 & useful regional survey.
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MAGADANSKAYA OBLAST! -~ A GEOGRAPHIC SURVEY

Introduction

Magadanskaya Oblast's genersl location, physical surroundings,
and importance as a source of valuable minerals.
Political - Administrative Organisation

Evolution up to the formation of the Oblast? in December 1953 and
subtsequent developments.
Strategic Position

Magadanskaya Oblast's importance to the Soviets as an Arctic military
base and restrictions imposed therein by the physical environment
Econcmic Development

Exploitation of several valuable minerals in areas of difficult
accessibility and arctic climatic conditions

A; Magadan

Be Kolyma mining district

Co HNorthern areas
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